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Social (Community) Issues 
There are eleven questions related to the social (community issues) section of the survey. 

Q12: How would you rate the Menominee Reservation as a 
place to raise a family? 

Q13: How would you rate the quality of the Menominee 
Nation’s efforts to support family life? 

Q14: What is your opinion on the programs currently 
available to the elderly on the Menominee Reservation? 

Q15: What is your opinion regarding housing currently 
available to the elderly on the Menominee Reservation? 
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Q16: What is your opinion on the programs currently 
available to youth living on the Menominee Reservation? 

Q17: Do you feel that the Menominee Tribal Legislature 
should take an active role in developing youth programs? 

Q18: What types of activities do you feel should be made 
available for Menominee youth? 

Q19: How efficiently do you believe the Menominee Tribe’s 
social programs have been in coordinating the delivery of 
services to community members? 
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Q20: To what extent do you feel alcohol and drug abuse is 
a problem on the Menominee Reservation today? 
 

Q21: How would you complete the sentence below: Over 
the past 10 years, I believe alcohol and drug abuse 
problems have… 

 

Q22: In your opinion, what factors have had an impact on the status of alcohol and drug use in the past 10 years? 

Q 22: In your opinion what factors have had an impact on the status of alcohol and drug use in the past ten years? 

On-Reservation Responses – Impacting Factors: 

o 1. BOREDOM- 
2. Not only boredom- but many families also work odd 
shifts which sometimes impacts the children in the 
household. They must either take care of themselves or 
their older siblings or cousins are taking care of the younger 
ones. 
I believe parents should be home with their children during 
evening hours.  
3. Social media can have a huge negative impact on many 
families.  
   a. There is so much negativity floating around social media 
and SOME of our young adults and SOME of our young 
teenagers are magnets to this. I can go on and on about the 
negative impacts social media is having on our youth.  
   b.  I see young parents constantly on their phones--not 
paying any attention to their children--   
   c. Social media and boredom are causing depression in 
many young adults/teenagers, therefore, leading them to 
drugs and alcohol. 

o Abuse, neglect, seeing their elders do it, Menominee youth 
getting involved with gang types, gang mentality (no 

snitching), peer pressure, no culture/traditional ties, 
disrespect overall.  

o Alcohol abuse has been about the same. The use of hard 
drugs has drastically increased in the past 10 years.  

o The alcohol problem was NOT addressed and now we have 
a drug problem which is terrible. 

o As a community, it has impacted our families the most. We 
don't have much community involvement anymore.  

o Availability (4) 
o Been sober for over two years but family members it’s 

impacting, and it is stressful seeing them using drugs. 
o Boredom, grief, heartbreak, and life in general. 
o Car wrecks and people fighting. 
o Closing known drug houses. 
o Colonialization and the introduction of alcohol have created 

the learned behavior of sexual assault, molestation, and 
negative behaviors to assimilate and acculturate. No one in 
the community or school districts has tried to help students 
in school districts to help that!!!!!!! 

o Coordinate efforts, and comprehensive planning. 
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Q22: On-Reservation Responses – Impacting Factors (continued):

o Covid shutdowns; police knowledge but lack of follow-
through; police presence; family protecting others with
addiction; and parents and grandparents using children to
sell and pass drugs.

o Death.
o Deaths of our young people, and crime rates.
o Doctors over-prescribing them and then try to cut them off.
o Drug overdoses.
o Drugs and fentanyl are killing our community members.
o Drugs are a huge problem on the reservation. I don't know

why there is nothing done when they know who the dealers
are and are even selling out of homes. I don't understand.

o Drugs are being laced.
o Ease of producing some drugs. Ease of finding people who

sell drugs. People caught selling are not punished enough.
o Easy access to illegal drugs/alcohol has increased, and

families with users don't give a s**t about themselves, their
children, or life. What's abnormal is now normal for them!

o Economic hardships and lack of services.
o Education, household income.
o The effects of living in a distressed community (homes are

distressed, no transportation or access to basic needs) is a
factor, especially for the children of those who are in the
cycle of drug and alcohol abuse.

o Emotional support, depression, and overall lack of support
to stop.

o Employment, given handouts, no drive to want a better life.
o Family.
o Family history, peer pressure, lack of family involvement,

poor parental monitoring, lack of school connectedness,
and possibly stress.

o Family values and lack of respect.
o Following what parents do and peer pressure.
o Generational trauma, American society and not living how

our spirits were meant to.
o Got worse.
o Hard drugs from the Cities making their way here.
o Historic trauma, lack of perception of options.
o Historical trauma; Generational trauma; PTSD; Broken

families; Covid; Economy.
o Historical trauma, Low economic opportunity, and weak

cultural influence in ALL aspects of life on the reservation.
o Homelessness, unemployment.
o My partner and I are currently taking care of my

grandchildren, due to the mother's addiction.
o I believe poverty is the biggest one, along with mental

health. There are supposedly programs to help when you
need them but then they deny people, which in turn makes
a lot of people feel hopeless and depleted. Makes them feel
like it’s a never-ending cycle, so why try? Also, to add, all

the sexual and physical abuse that is endured with minimal 
programs to help. 

o I believe drug use has increased at an alarming rate and it
seems to not be subsiding. I believe the lack of traditional
practices plays a part in a lot of drug activity because
families and youth don't have a lot to do and may be bored.
Identity and pride are lost out there and so the youth
adhere to what's out there on social media. There is also
the trauma-informed portion where now we need to learn
and practice the healing portion. Healing as a community?
Bring back the language for all ages, and more signage, but
include everyone to help with getting the language in their
homes and community.

o I think kids see their parents’ using drugs or alcohol and
follow what they see. We must flood their minds at an early
age that those things are negative and will destroy families.
This needs to be done in schools and in our community.

o Increase in the availability of drugs.
o Increased lack of self-awareness, identity, and sense of

belonging.
o Individuals are eligible for all services with no income and

then get basically all needs met while being unemployed.
Selling food-share benefits and food distribution foods.
Living in homes with zero-to-little rent with all utilities paid
for by housing.

o Intergenerational trauma, lack of resources and difficult
process for sexual assault victims, other childhood trauma,
navigating life, higher education, a workforce with a subpar
education from MISD, and lack of connection with the
official tribal institution.

o It all stems from the family and their use, if that's what all
new generations see and are around, then they are more
than likely to follow.

o It took me a year to become sober, a person will not if they
are not determined to. We cannot make them. We have the
same epidemics as the whole nation. Stop the handouts
and hold people accountable. Make them put forth the
effort. Free housing and fixes just enable them to sit home
content and continue to use drink and destroy the housing
units. Daycare should be for working families only, not for
babysitting during the day.

o Joblessness. Parents not paying enough attention to their
children.

o Lack of discipline in schools leads to a lack of discipline in
adulthood.

o Lack of employment, leadership infighting, not enough
housing, lack of police patrol, and not enough youth
activities.

o Lack of funding for programs. Lack of professionals to
provide services.
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Q22: On-Reservation Responses – Impacting Factors (continued):

o Lack of jobs for people re-entering the system along with
housing needs.

o Lack of law enforcement (2) and support from courts who
let criminals off; lack of security

o Larger drug trade and more unknown individuals coming to
the reservation with drugs.

o Fewer jobs available or people are just too lazy.
o Life in general; lack of job; home life; type of company one

keeps; more and different types of drugs that are here on
the reservation.

o Losing loved ones from drugs and alcohol, and not a lot of
help there to get them in the right direction. I bet there are
some programs, but they need to be advertised and
marketed better.

o Lots of deaths.
o Meth and heroin. Kids are starting younger.
o Meth is so abundant. ... It’s killing everyone and there is no

help or ways to get help for someone in need.
o More chemical-related drugs are on the street such as

Fentanyl.
o More disturbing drugs are easily available.
o More money from gaming, no criminal jurisdiction over

non-natives involved in drugs, feds decline to take some
cases, so these people get away Scot-free and do it again.

o More treatment and help.
o Most recent (2yrs) covid was the cause of the increase.

Over the past 10 years, mostly the issues are due to low
employment and lack of good strategies to keep our
reservation clean. There are too many dirty unkept
properties on the reservation. It looks terrible to see run-
down homes, burned homes, junk vehicles, dogs running
loose, etc. We can do much better!

o MTL meddling in programs.
o MTL.  Save A Lot is now selling alcohol in three school

zones.  MIHS, KPS, Alternative School.  Not a smart move at
all.

o Need more jobs.
o No accountability or very little for the ones bringing drugs

into the community. The normalizing the drug use, the
enabling by the community, not just the family.

o No adequate rehab facility, an increased number of dealers,
and clinics give too many drugs; then they are sold for
money to buy more drugs.

o No jobs, housing, low paying jobs; no programs for youth or
adults struggling with addiction.

o No long-lasting/ harsh consequences.
o No Neighborhood Watches and nobody really does

anything to stop the drugs that are brought into the
reservation.

o No one is being held accountable when they know who's
selling drugs.

o No police intelligence
o No relationship between parents and youth. Parents seem

to be leaving kids with elderly grandparents.
o No tax on alcohol to fortify programs and minimal

punishment for drugs.
o Nowhere for the children/teenagers to go to for help or

someone to mentor and help them.  Some are not going to
openly ask for help but you can see they need it and want
it.  It just isn't there.

o None, the drug problem just increases each year.
o Not enough support.
o Not enough work or pay; people need to have to work.
o Not having enough programs for our children so they can

see there is more to life than partying. It’s a hard cycle to
break.

o Nothing is being done, it’s worse.
o Off-reservation drug dealers have close connections with

Reservation people.
o Ongoing impacts of colonization. A drift away from

understanding our responsibilities to each other and to our
lands. Jobs. Housing. Good leadership.

o Opioid epidemic.
o Our schools.
o Our youth are looking to make easy money but are selling

drugs, and this ties into their stealing.
o Our youth are turning to drugs and alcohol more.
o Outside dealers.
o Outsiders get our people addicted and then have them sell,

to keep them supplied.
o Overall poverty status has been a huge reason. Also, we are

working to educate the younger generation. A lot of people
are turning to marijuana use, which is not nearly as
dangerous as other drugs or alcohol and is often a natural
remedy. However, we still deal with drugs other
reservations are dealing with.

o Overdoses-too many young dying.
o Peer pressure.
o People moving back home from cities. Not enough high-

paying jobs.
o People not having the education that is required for a

higher-paying job. Upbringing factors/personal life.
o Poverty and lack of jobs. The presence of hard drugs is also

a factor to consider.
o Poverty, parental modeling.
o Poverty, Trauma, and Addictions/Need among those

affected intensify and creates a cycle of introducing new
drugs onto the reservation.

o Poverty. MENTAL HEALTH. Lack of resources.
o Really do not know how to answer this.
o The root of the problem is not being determined to help

people that use it.

Page 19 of 82



2005 – 2023 Community Needs Survey Comparative Data 

Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin (MITW) Community Needs Survey 

MITW Strategic Plan 

Q22: On-Reservation Responses – Impacting Factors (continued):

o Poverty, lack of jobs and training in the area, parents may
need help with counseling, and parenting classes. The
children learn and grow up what they see, and alcoholism
and drug use has increased severely. One addicted parent
affects generations, and the children suffer from abuse,
abandonment, assaults, and forced drug use by parents.
Bad, bad situations.

o Probably because people never deal with trauma or mental
health issues and use drugs and alcohol to cope, then get
addicted. Nothing groundbreaking here, obviously, there's a
lack of resources, and not everyone is going to successfully
go through one or two processes and magically be fixed.
The treatment and help need to be diverse, ongoing, and
integrated into daily living. Some folks probably don't have
any support at home.

o Selling liquor/alcohol in the school zones is wrong. Why do
most people living on the reservation know who's selling
drugs, but NO police action happens?

o Social media impacts many of our members in negative
ways.

o Some of the factors include generational use and
acceptance of drugs and alcohol use; Dangerous drugs are
easily available and accessible; and victim mentality is
accepted and generationally taught.

o Stop selling alcohol in our local stores!   Harsher
punishment for drug dealers!   Housing has a huge problem
with drug dealers.

o The children seem to be starting bad habits at a very young
age with drinking and drugs. Schools worried about their
numbers too much for state funding instead of holding the
children/parents accountable for bringing and/or doing
drugs at the schools. Also, not being parented enough in
the household.

o The community should come together to let law
enforcement know who is selling and where.

o The drug task force/ police need to be active in arresting
drug dealers. Lives are being lost because there is no arrest.
Need more programs to get people working.

o The gas stations sell shooters which is not good.
Too many drug dealers selling coke and pills.

o The court system is too lenient, and there are not enough
staff in the prosecutor’s office to push charges through. Not
having a big enough jail to hold offenders as to why they
get released. It’s sad to see an officer who wants to make
an arrest or does make an arrest for an OWI or drug charge
and the person being released or turned away from the jail
because there isn’t enough room.

o The hard drugs that are on our Reservations, meth, and
fentanyl. The amount of people on this drug is out of
control. Our little ones are suffering and being neglected.
Very heartbreaking.

o The new drugs that come around get deadlier. They seem
too easily available to our people.

o The program they have at the clinic right now for Subutex
or Suboxone should also have a methadone program for
people that can’t take Suboxone.

o The trending drugs of choice are the most dangerous to our
people.  More potent, more available, and more addictive.

o The type of drugs used now appear more lethal.
o There are more enrolled members wanting to return to the

reservation from their urban life and upbringing and the
influences of their youth in their families from the inner city
have left an impact on the youth who were lifelong
residents of the Menominee community. More gang and
drug-related influences as well as dysfunctional parenting
styles are also a result of traumas that were handed down
from adverse government and religious boarding school
experiences.

o There has been no change (2).
o There is no help for them after treatment.
o They are more available and dangerous, hence all the

overdoses.
o Too available, being overlooked by everyone.
o Too easy to get among the underage, and too many family

members provide.  The Government is the sole responsible
for this endemic; Tribal, Local, State, and Federal. So, to
figure that out Laws need Changing!

o Too many drug dealers (3) on the reservation who need to
be caught.

o Traditional events Powwows, Language Menominee you are
doing a great job keeping our Language alive!

o Trauma is continuously passed down, drugs are cheap and
easily affordable-quick fix, lack of positive natural support
when people try to be sober.

o Trauma: we need trauma care & counseling programs
o Type of drugs that are more deadly and unknown what is in

the drugs.
o Unemployment, lockdown restrictions, homelessness
o Unemployment, no accountability in the court system, no

accountability in the education system, not enough
activities in the community

o Unnecessary deaths due to drugs
o The very difficult question there are many issues including

social issues to trauma.
o Way too many overdoses/suicides
o We have too many of our youth dying. We have nothing in

place safe for people that come out of treatment to live.
They are put back in the same environment and all that
money that was spent on their recovery.

o We need more preventative programs.

Page 20 of 82



2005 – 2023 Community Needs Survey Comparative Data 

Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin (MITW) Community Needs Survey 

MITW Strategic Plan 

Q22: Off-Reservation Responses – Impacting Factors:

o A treatment facility for teenagers and families with alcohol,
drugs, and dysfunctional families.

o Alcohol is readily available, and drugs are being brought to
the USA by the government for population control.

o Alcoholism in the family, availability of alcohol in the home,
unstable family life, single parent, no spiritual life.

o Availability (2).
o Availability of lethal drugs and pandemic, poverty

victimization, hopelessness.
o An immediate treatment plan for those who are suffering

from drug addiction. Available beds for those who are
seeking treatment without having to wait.

o Availability of them and current economic situations.
o Being tough on drinking and driving has had a positive

impact on alcohol use. I would like the wellness center to be
promoted more. As someone 9 years sober, it is easy to fall
off the wagon without support.

o Both parents must work, and the children are home alone
to raise themselves.

o China somehow is successfully shipping massive amounts of
fentanyl to the United States. And the pandemic has been
devastating to mental health.

o Breakdown of the family structure, family stability, and a
positive outlook for life. Alcohol and drug use are symptoms
of people attempting to self-medicate to carry on from
issues affecting their lives.  We need to get back to stable
intact families.

o Coming from the housing; boot them out!
o Continued trauma.
o Different and stronger drugs nowadays.
o Drugs have highly impacted the reservation.
o Ease of access.
o Easily obtained by older adults to buy for youth.
o Easy access to fentanyl.
o Easy access-drugs; no consequences.
o Economic, lack of jobs, and wage stagnation. Social and

cultural stressors.
o Enabling.
o Failure to enforce ordinances adopted to curb and reduce

alcohol and drug offenses.
o Families bring their children up thinking that that type of

behavior is normal and acceptable. Police not enforcing
drug and alcohol laws/letting people slide on offenses. The
tribe is an enabler of ODs.

o Family attitudes and normalcy of drug /alcohol use.
o Financial to family, friends, and community.
o Generational trauma. Poverty. Hopelessness. No way out.

No way to change in day-to-day life.
o Giving Narcan out like candy.  It gives them the ability to do

more drugs.  They think it’s okay, I have Narcan to save me.
For drunk drivers, nothing happens if caught on the

reservation it did not count against the driving record, so 
they just keep doing it.  

o Hardcore drugs are more readily available.
o HISTORICAL TRAUMA!!! Especially stigmatizing mental

health
o Home life.
o Homelessness and low wages and lack of employment and

advancement opportunities.  Directors and Supervisors hold
on to their jobs for too long, preventing change and
betterment of our Tribe. (2)

o Hopelessness. When I lived in Niwopet as a child I
remember feeling hopeless. When I lived in Niwopet as an
adult I couldn’t help but feel the same way. Not everyone
wants to work at a mill. The casino doesn't hire felons and a
large portion of the tribe is in fact felons. Abused by society
and shamed by the state. Why does the tribe adhere to the
same ruff unjust ways of the American Government? The
only way to escape that ugly feeling is to use drugs and
alcohol.

o Houses are empty, Lack of people in the job force, Low
enrollment in schools, more crime, and more people dying.

o Housing, jobs available, and not enough counseling and
therapy support.

o I believe a mentorship program for the youth would be
valuable.

o I think the opioid epidemic certainly contributed to it, as did
being locked up during covid.  And the partying lifestyle
doesn't help either.  I grew up in Neopit - it used to be such
a wonderful, family-oriented place. It's not really like that
anymore - there are a lot of struggles up there.  I would say
that more investment in programs in Neopit, Zoar, and
South Branch is critical because we need to keep kids and
families busy, learning, celebrating, etc.  Keep them away
from drinking and drugs if we can.  If kids grow up around
drinking and drugs, they might think that it is normal to live
like that and continue the generational behaviors - so let’s
show them a healthier way to live.  Create opportunities,
and give people hope.

o If alcohol and drugs are such a huge factor on the rez, why
do we have 3 bars and just in Keshena? Why can't we be a
dry county? Or Rez?

o Impact of drugs by natives and non-natives; bullying and
prejudice.

o In my opinion, it's not just one thing.
o Inadequate family structure: Nothing to look up to.
o Insufficient Sources for Family Counseling, Decrease of

Cultural Activities/ Gatherings, and little information on
drugs and alcohol to young children.

o Internet/social media.
o It’s too easy to get your hands on and it is way too easy to

get addicted.
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Q22: Off-Reservation Responses – Impacting Factors (continued)  

o Lack of education. Family addiction. Punishments are not 
severe enough. The jail is not big enough and is 
understaffed. 

o Lack of employment & job training programs. 
Parenting/education on drugs. 

o Lack of gainful employment, private business ownership, 
and education. An over-reliance on social programs and a 
cyclically poor family environment to name a few. 

o Lack of law enforcement. 
o Lack of moral code, not having faith in any church, one-

parent families, a low initiative to work, and too much 
welfare. 

o Lack of opportunities. 
o Lack of parent involvement in raising education and 

athletics. Your ungrateful people graduating high school 
lack social skills, driver’s licenses, work ethics, lack of 
motivation to pursue higher education or goals.  

o Lack of prosecution in the courts. 
o Lack of recreational things offered and easy access to drugs 

and alcohol. 
o Fewer bars and other places to get alcohol. 
o Life hardships whether that’s personal, financial, or any 

other. Availability of access to drugs and alcohol. 
normalization of use, lack of consequence for that selling, 
and lack of treatment options locally. 

o Low housing options, low employment options.  
o Low income, health illness, lack of job opportunities for 

those with no or little college education/experience. The 
ease of making money off dealing drugs. The allusion to 
drug dealing.  

o Many are dying. 
o Mental health and no support systems.  
o Mental health issues. 
o Mental health issues, generational use/abuse of all kinds, 

substance, physical, sexual, emotional, etc. 
Lack of funding to address the issues.  We need facilities, 
people, programs, etc. to address the problems which 
cannot come from grants alone - grant funding is short-
term and goes away after a couple of years. 

o Mental health problems; coping with grief, alcoholism & 
addiction in the home; unstable family; homelessness. 

o Money. 
o More dangerous drugs like fentanyl. 
o More easy access to drugs. 
o No help. 
o Non-residents come to the reservation to sell drugs. 
o Might need to look at the education system, perhaps 

making students and parents more accountable and 
engaged. Developing more extracurricular activities for the 
children to keep them away from what may be happening 
at home. They see their parents and relatives with this stuff.  

o My biggest concern is how much drug use is normalized 
nowadays. I think back to when I was younger, and people 
were shamed for doing hard drugs. Now people (including 
myself in the past because I am an addict in recovery) don't 
even try to hide it. Especially in the casino. 

o Need mental help with depression and have more access on 
the reservation for addiction help and more things for 
people to do besides gambling. Idle hands lead to finding 
something to do with excessive time. 

o Not addressed. 
o Not much for adults or kids to do.  An ice-skating rink for 

winter would be nice.  A huge swimming area would be 
great.  A nice big place where people can hang out no 
matter the season.  A nice big place where people can 
donate things for those who cannot afford to buy what they 
need.  i.e., clothing, household items, toys, hygiene, etc. 

o Not sure about the factors. Harsher drugs are more 
available to buy. People do not get in trouble when they are 
overdosing and need Narcan. There’s no consequence that 
is significant. 

o Not sure, but I do know that this has been an ongoing dire 
issue for the tribe. 

o Nothing else to do. 
o Nothing for the youth to do but do drugs and vandalize 

homes and businesses. 
o Nothing is being done to the people who are selling! Most 

people on reservation know who the drug dealers are but 
they continue to sell. 

o Nothing to do.  Need more activities for the youth. 
o Opioid pandemic. COVID Pandemic. Social Isolation. 
o Outside influences are brought in to exploit and profit from 

those members that live on the rez.  
o Parents are not involved with children or consent to the 

use. 
o Police action.  
o Police enforcement on alcohol, insufficient enforcement on 

drugs. The drug of choice. 
o Your leadership sets the tone for the people. I look at our 

leadership, especially, MTL, who have created new laws in 
the name of accountability that hurt families, they’ve spent 
the past few years focused on getting their pet projects 
fast-tracked under other businesses, orchestrated the end 
of careers for several members and turn members away like 
they are nuisances instead of the community they serve. 
And we wonder why we’ve gotten sicker and more and 
more hopeless as a result. It’s a trickle-down effect and 
people turn to alternatives to meet their needs or numb 
their pain. We should have been focused on being PRO-
ACTIVE in a continuous effort to address our AODA needs. 
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Q22: Off-Reservation Responses – Impacting Factors (continued): 

o The police budget needs to be increased so that more
officers are available to keep crime lower. More activities
for teens and/or families to be engaged.

o Poor leadership and outreach efforts by MTL.
o Poverty (3).
o Lack of opportunities.
o Covid-19, social, and economic disadvantages.
o remote living, transportation difficulties, lack of business

education, and lack of rez-to-rez networking programs.
need more programs to keep people's minds busy and
focused on the future, to see the past and further than
today's daily problem(s).

o Social economic status, lack of education, poverty.
o Social media which makes accessibility easier.
o Society has changed a lot.
o Television - both advertising ads and programs.
o That people in high authority positions are NOT

apprehending their family members who deal, distribute, or
create drugs to manufacture; that we are not leading the
way for MMIW; POOR GOVERNANCE; embezzlement by
tribal elected officials.

o The number of people that use it and are still in the housing
homes.

o The availability of drugs.
o The availability to get drugs is too easy, the same with

alcohol.
o The clinic gives people the drugs they want and no

regulations about it.
o The Covid shutdown of Maehnowesekiyah, and during

those two years (going on three) have not developed
anything to better the problems facing the tribe.

o The continued reduction of charges against the accused,
resulting in a mere slap on the wrist instead of at least the
mid to maximum punishment especially unbelievable when
the accused has been charged several times in the past few
years for the same crimes, and the banishment of only
nonmembers, not holding the family accountable for their
roles in the drug, alcoholism, and child abuse cases.
Children who are abused are placed back into the same
environment, the parent reverts to their previous
behavior(s), an ongoing cycle of trauma, neglect, and abuse
that causes them to become mentally unstable and less

trusting along with more likely to turn to alcohol, drugs 
and/or other unfavorable activities. 

o The desperation of people being crushed by economic
disparity.

o Drug use has changed to hard drugs.
o The increase in harder drugs after the opioid epidemic

means we have meth, heroin, and fentanyl on the
reservation. Addicts cannot obtain prescriptions anymore,
so they resort to what is available.

o The lack of education for our youth.
o The local convenience stores sell shooters and have Narcan

available to drug users.
o The overdoses.
o The readily available and dangerous drugs have increased.
o The tribe wasting money on useless things like a f**ng FACE

center. All this useless, behind-closed-doors, backroom
dealing wastes money that can be used to handle AODA
issues and put more money in the pockets of members and
help develop an adequate healthcare system.

o There are no serious consequences and no real jail time.
o There has been a loss of moral codes and community

standards amongst the younger generations. The traditional
moral code isn't followed, and youth don't appear to follow
other moral codes such as religion.  This is also coupled with
entertainment which is designed to deliver dopamine
stimulation. This leads to people constantly seeking
pleasure to feel good which often seems to lead to alcohol
and drug use to fill that need.

o Too easily available; Parenting (Poor).
o Too easy to obtain. People don't want any help.
o Too many drugs out there.
o Too many young deaths, a rise in crime, and members’ loss

of being a community.
o Trauma.
o Unemployment, available help, non-reservation members.
o Unemployment/ housing.
o Way too many overdoses that lead to death. Way too

accessible.
o We as a people are enablers and co-dependent, this makes

it easy for the abuser to take advantage of the kindness.
o With the boom of Wi-Fi, anything anyone wants is available

to them. Any drug, and kind of liquor are at anyone's
fingertips. That's my opinion.
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